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New SBP announced

A&E

Most beautiful in the room
The duo from New Zealand not
only has a best-selling album
and a popular HBO show in its
second season; they have gigs.

WORLD

Samaritan’s Feet
Ives said, “It was probably one
of the most humbling acts of
sacrificial love that I have performed.”

OPINIONS

Getting promiscuous with
“Whopper Virgins”
“This is one invasion with a reliable exit strategy, albeit one that
might require double ply.”

IN BRIEF
Innovation Challenge

Five Taylor students (juniors
Nathaniel Elliot, Andrew McGarvey, Nathan Puls, Nick Sumbles and freshman Charlotte
Nheta) will be participating in
the 2009 I-69 Collegiate Innovation Challenge this weekend.
Each will join a team of students from other Indiana colleges to develop a business
concept that addresses sustainability in Indiana. A panel
of judges will select a winning
team.
The contest will take place this
weekend at Swan Lake Resort
in Plymouth, Ind.

The Marriage of Figaro

New year, new
Student Body
President
By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor

This semester, Taylor students will have more than one
new president.
Senior Zach Hunsinger resigned from his position as
Student Body President (SBP)
on January 20 and former
Student Senate Chair Ashley
Rubenstein was sworn in on
January 22.
“I want to place a higher priority on family,” said Hunsinger, explaining that the role
of SBP is an extremely timeconsuming one, averaging 30
hours or more a week.
His reasons for stepping
down include family health
concerns and a desire to spend
more time interacting with
students directly and less time
behind-the-scenes.
The process was a quiet
one. Over the January term,
Hunsinger met with Dean of
Student Development Skip
Trudeau and Director of Student Programs Steve Austin to
pray for discernment.
Together, they agreed that,
under
the
circumstances,
Hunsinger’s decision was best
for him and the campus.
“We wanted to make sure to
support Zach in his decision,
and ... quickly move forward so
that students were being represented,” Austin said.
On January 20, Hunsinger
met with members of the cabinet individually, explaining
his decision and changes that
would be made.
According to the Taylor Student Organization (TSO) con-

stitution, the Student Senate
Chair may accept the position
of SBP if the current president
steps down. Rubenstein met
with Austin and Chief of Staff
Natasha Menon, and was given two days to think and pray
about her decision.
For Rubenstein, the unexpected opportunity was a confirmation of God’s plans for
her.
“I realized that there were
a lot of little decisions that
got me even to (this) point,”
Rubenstein said. “(I was) realizing that, although it was a
surprise for me, God had this
planned out when I first came
to the TSO office as a freshman. It was not a mistake. To
turn down the nomination
would be closing that door, so I
allowed the Executive Cabinet
nomination to close it or leave
it open.”
When the required twothirds vote affirmed her nomination, Rubenstein knew it was
the right decision.
In the upcoming week, Austin, Rubenstein, and the Executive Cabinet will work to
organize meetings and set up
Rubenstein’s platform for the
semester – a process that an
SBP normally prepares over
the summer.
They have taken advantage
of the minimal programming
during J-term to bring Rubenstein quickly up to speed, Austin said.
“Probably what the average
student doesn’t know about
Student Body President is just
how many meetings they attend,” Austin said. “We didn’t
want the lapse to be very long
at all. We didn’t want students
to be missing a voice in a key
meeting with administrators or
faculty or staff.”
Rubenstein said the process

Sarah Neel

Senior Ashley Rubenstein, the new student body president, discusses the aspects of Maria
Tsuleff’s new role as she takes over Rubenstein’s former position.

Get to know ...
Ashley Rubenstein - New
Student Body President
Class: Senior
Major: Psychology
Hometown: Morgantown, WV

Why did you become involved in student government?
“I wanted ... to represent students and meet new people,
just to see what was going on
on campus. As a freshman I
had tried different things, and
this is what I ... enjoyed.”

“To develop skills to be a holistic
leader, in order to serve the
Lord with all my heart, soul and
mind.”

has brought a wide range of
emotions – from overwhelming apprehensiveness after the
nomination, to great excitement as plans come together.
Two key figures in the transition process are Menon and
Vice President for Global Engagement Laura McGrath.
As Chief of Staff, Menon
worked closely with Hunsinger

and has insight to offer regarding the role of SBP.
“As Zach steps down and
Ashley steps up, Natasha will
be a good constant,” Austin
said, adding that both Menon
and McGrath will help with
upcoming meetings and in an
advisory capacity.
While Rubenstein continues
to define her key priorities for

Spiritual Renewal Week
This week’s featured speaker
is Dr. A Charles Ware, author,
pastor and president of Crossroads Bible College.
A total of four services will be
held in the Rediger Auditorium,
from Monday to Wednesday.

WEEKENDWEATHER
TODAY		
37/ 30
Katy Andres

Taking Chance director Ross Katz receives a standing ovation at the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah which Taylor students attended during J-term.

SATURDAY
44/31

PM SHOWERS

SUNDAY
36/27

PARTLY CLOUDY

“I felt that it was an area of
strength and confidence in
which I could really use my
abilities to make positive
changes around campus.”

the semester, she calls discipleship her primary theme.
“(We are) looking at how, as
a campus, to grow into deeper
relationships and friendships
that are going to encourage
growth in Christ.”

See SBP on page 2

Upland shines at Sundance Festival

The TU Performing Artist Series and TU Opera Theatre will
be bringing Mozart’s comedy
“The Marriage of Figaro” to the
stage this weekend.
Performances are on Friday and Saturday at 8:00 p.m.
and Sunday at 3:00 p.m. in the
Smith-Hermanson Recital Hall.
Tickets are $10 for students
and seniors and $12 for adults.

PARTLY CLOUDY

Natasha Menon Maria Tsuleff - New
Chief of Staff
Student Senate Chair
Class: Junior
Class: Junior
Major: International Studies and Major: History with a PolitiInternational Business
cal Science minor
Hometown: Ootacamund, India Hometown: Fort Wayne, IN

Alumnae
produce, cast
Best Short Film
at premier
festival
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief
Park City, Utah is starting
to get an Upland feel. The ski
resort town in the Wasatch
Mountains is home to the annual Sundance Film Festival,
and – for the last two years – a
growing contingent of Taylor
University students, professors
and alumni.

At the 2009 festival, Taylor
made its mark on Sundance,
as the best short film was a
project produced and cast by
two alumnae. Michelle Steffes
(‘00) was the producer and Katie Taylor (‘02) was the casting
director for “Short Term 12,” a
22-minute film about a worker
in a residential facility for atrisk youth. The film, which beat
out more than 5,000 submissions to be named the festival’s
best film, was directed, written
and edited by Daniel Destin
Cretton, a graduate of Point
Loma Nazarene.
While Cretton was at the festival, he stayed at a condominium with a group of 10 Taylor
students and two professors

in a January-term course.
Sundance is known as a haven for independent films and
filmmakers, and – starting in
2008 – Media Communication
Professor Kathy Bruner turned
the Sundance experience into
a course entitled “Seminar on
Independent Film.”
The course included participation in the Windrider
Forum – a week-long forum
at Sundance that includes students from Fuller Theological
Seminary, Biola University and
Point Loma Nazarene. Cretton and Steffes were at Windrider to talk about the success
of “Short Term 12.” The two
originally began discussing the
short film at 2008’s Windrider

Forum, when they were present
because of their films “Deacon’s
Mondays” and “Driftwood.”
For Steffes and Taylor, the
honor is the most recent accomplishment in their respective journeys since graduating.
Included on Steffes’ résumé is
work with producer Gary Ross
(“The Tale of Despereaux,”
“Pleasantville” and “Seabiscuit”) and “Driftwood,” which
earned her best director honors
at the Savannah Film Festival.
“(Short films) are the most
important gateway for any director to become a director of a
feature film,” Steffes said. “You
have to show you can direct. It
is a great stepping stone to directing features.”
Taylor briefly worked as
a television writer and now
works for casting agents Juel
Bestrop and Seth Yanklewitz,
who primarily cast for comedy
films. She is currently casting
for “Alvin and the Chipmunks:
The Squeakuel” and an upcoming comedy directed by Ben
Stiller.
Bruner and her students were
able to spend time with Steffes
and Cretton to talk about their
success.
“Winning at Sundance is a
great advancement for their careers,” Bruner said. “Sundance
is the premier film festival in
America and one of the top five
in the world.”
The J-term class watched and
analyzed more than a dozen
films during the week. Bruner
said the course goal was for students to think critically about
the films, particularly the role
that faith plays in the story.
“I think it’s a unique oppor-

tunity to focus on film content,” she said. “We do a lot on
campus with film production,
but this is an opportunity for
concentrated reflection.”
These films cover a wide
range of genres and topics,
from “Amreeka,” a film following a Palestinian woman’s immigration to the U.S., to “Don’t
Let Me Drown,” which tells the
story of a teenage romance in
post-9/11 Brooklyn. The students were also privileged to
see several high-profile screenings, such as “Taking Chance,”
a military drama starring Kevin Bacon, and “Paper Heart,” a
comedy starring Michael Cera
and Charlyne Yi.
Sundance was also an unbelievable networking opportunity for the group of aspiring
filmmakers, as established producers and directors walked the
same streets as the students.
Junior Sarah Lu hoped to learn
more about the industry while
at the festival.
“I (was) just absolutely
blown over by the fact that I
was there,” Lu said. “I really
came to Sundance in hopes of
gaining a better understanding
of where I’m at in film – and
where my niche is.”
Bruner said she is grateful
that Taylor can participate in
the festival, both for the realindustry experience and the
penetrating discussions that
can take place.
“It’s just a great environment
for incredible conversation,”
she said.
Bruner plans to continue the
Sundance class and the participation with the Windrider Forum next J-term.
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Students attend Obama inauguration
By Benita Lee
Co-News Editor
This year, a group of Taylor students
had the opportunity to witness a historic event in the making.
Every January, elementary education majors head to Washington, D.C.
for their senior capstone trip. This year
was different – the group had the opportunity to attend Barack Obama’s
presidential inauguration.
The group consisted of more than 50
seniors from both the Upland and Fort
Wayne campuses and was led by three
education professors. They joined the

SBP, from page 1
The focus is an internal one – within
the campus itself – as Rubenstein will
only have one semester as SBP, and
wants to begin her responsibilities
with “realistic expectations.”
As Rubenstein takes Hunsinger’s
role, the average student will prob-

huge crowds that swarmed the Capitol
Building and stood waiting for hours
on end before the ceremony began.
“We knew it would be a gamble to
even be a part of the crowd, but the
students were more than willing to
take that chance,” said Quinn White,
one of the professors who led the trip.
“I think the students were proud to experience this special event ... These are
events that will last a lifetime in our
memories.”
Senior Christy Sopcisak described
the atmosphere as energetic and ﬁlled
with a sense of pride, as people felt undoubtedly privileged to be a part of the
inauguration.

“Our class decided to ‘be a part of
history’ ... and take the chance of a lifetime to be surrounded by 2.5 million
people as the ﬁrst African-American
president was sworn in,” Sopcisak said.
“The memory of that historic moment
will never disappear from my mind.”
As the ceremony began, the impact
of the experience made the long wait
worthwhile.
“It was an incredible experience, being able to witness just a great ... moment in the history of our country,”
said senior Steph Marshall. “We have
witnessed an event that no one could
have expected, and it truly shows just
how much our country has progressed

and matured together.”
“I have a better understanding of the
diversity of the American people and
how blessed we all are to live in a country where political power can change
peacefully between two parties,” Sopcisak said. “Our country is far from
perfect, but we live in a country where
we have freedoms, such as the freedom
to worship our Savior openly.”
“I think that the best part was simply
the passionate crowd,” Marshall said.
“The people showed true excitement
and passion for our country, for politics, and for someone in charge, which
was exciting and inspiring to witness.”
The trip usually includes exploring

the rich history and culture Washington D.C. has to offer within its museums, memorials and monuments. The
trip was organized like a “mock ﬁeld
trip,” to prepare the group for future
overnight trips they might take with
their students.
“I would have to say my favorite part
was gaining a deeper understanding
and appreciation for our country’s
forefathers, and the sacriﬁces they
made in declaring our nation’s independence,” senior Mark Wilcoxen
said. “Above all, I will continue to pray
for this new administration much like
I did during the Bush Administration,
and I urge others to do the same.”

ably not observe signiﬁcant changes,
Austin said. “Internally, yes, there will
be some changes by virtue of ... Ashley
being a different person with different
experiences.”
Rubenstein’s role as Student Senate
Chair has given her an advantageous
vantage point, Austin said.
“In some ways, Ashley is more aware
of campus ... because of the way our

senate is structured, with senators
representing all of our living areas on
campus,” Austin said. “So anytime an
issue’s come up in (a dorm,) Ashley’s
been aware of it and involved in the
conversation.”
Rubenstein has also been involved
in Career Development, Youth Conference, and Community Life Committee,
working with faculty and administra-

tion on campus-wide issues.
Hunsinger wants to continue to be
available for students and active in
campus life.
“Serving the students was a privilege, but I wanted to make sure I was
where I needed to be for my family,”
Hunsinger said. “As difﬁcult a decision
as this is, I feel that I’m in the right
place.”

As she prepared for her ﬁnal semester at Taylor, Rubenstein said she never imagined herself in the role.
“(After the vote) I knew that this
door was open, and this is what God
has led me here for,” Rubenstein said.
“There’s a lot of uncertainty, but (I
know) that I have an amazing cabinet,
and I’m excited.”

Police training gives Reade a shot of excitement

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK AND
GRADUATE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAMS

On January 31 Reade was transformed into a training ground for local police and SWAT teams. Thirty-one
police ofﬁcers were involved in the training simulation, comprised of ofﬁcers from the Taylor, Grant County,
and Blackford County police departments. Sixteen student volunteers also participated, playing the roles of
victims as well as active shooters.
Photos by Timmy Huynh

Azusa Pacific University’s graduate programs
empower you to put compassion into action.
Prepare to make a difference.
MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
• Internships in the Greater Los Angeles area
• Integration of faith and social work practice
• Full-time and part-time options
GRADUATE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAMS
• APA-accredited Psy.D. Program
• M.A. in Clinical Psychology (Marriage and Family Therapy)
• Alignment with current California licensure requirements
For more information on the MSW Program,
visit www.apu.edu/explore/msw/.
For more information on the graduate
psychology programs, visit
www.apu.edu/bas/graduatepsychology/.
0808

we read the
e-mails you delete.

friday
Last day to add/
drop classes
Marriage of Figaro
opens at 8 p.m.
Recital Hall

saturday/ sunday
Saturday: KSAC
closes at 10p.m. &
Fieldhouse closed
until 7 p.m.
Track & Field
TU Invitational
SAT Marriage @ 8
p.m. Recital Hall
Sunday:
Baseball camp 1-5
SUN Marriage @ 3

STAFF

monday

Spiritual Renewal:
10 a.m. chapel:
Dr. A. Charles Ware
Humility is in the
House

tuesday
Rev. MacDonald
Speaking at 9 p.m. in
recital hall

Future Student
Council: 5 p.m.
meeting in TSO

wednesday
Spiritual Renewal:
10 a.m. chapel:
Keep it Uniﬁed
Dr. A. Charles Ware

thursday
Spiritual Renewal:
7:30 p.m.
Color Me Love
Dr. A. Charles Ware

Taylor Sounds
“The Night is Young”
6:30 p.m. Alspaugh
East. DC

Adoration chorus
(all women weclome)
3-5 p.m. SMH 151

Opening:
The Crucible
8 p.m. winter
production
Mitchell Theatre

Spiritual Renewal
7:30 p.m.
Are We There Yet?
Dr. A. Charles Ware
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Lighthouse returns with new stories
Students adjust
back to life at TU
By Stephen Groves
World News Editor

Photo courtesy of Ryan Klaver

Graduate Student Kyle Lantz and sophomore Shaun Addison visit with children in Indonesia.

Violence in the Holy Land
By Chris Anderson
Contributor
This January, 13 Taylor students
traveled to Israel to study at the Jerusalem University College in order to learn
about historical sights from the Bible.
The students learned about the history and geography of Israel, and how
it had a direct effect on the stories of the
Bible. The students spent a majority of
time in Israel’s capital, Jerusalem, but
also traveled to a variety of different
biblical locations, such as Galilee, in
northern Israel, and the desert region
of Negev.
For this trip, special considerations
had to be taken into account because of
Israel’s recent attacks in the Gaza Strip.
Despite being a safe distance away from
the attacks in the Gaza Strip, the students in Jerusalem still had to take into
consideration the possibility of riots or
terrorist attacks.
While the news paints all of Israel as
a war zone, it is clear that this was not
the case. According to freshman Ben
Westrate, the only real noticeable difference as a result of the current hostilities was a stronger and more visible
police presence.
“We were aware of the conﬂict, but
aside from a strong police force, we
were not able to see many signs of it,”
he said.
Sophomore Matt Taylor pointed out
that there were some riots in Jerusalem, but he was not actually able to see
them himself. There was also a bombing at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, but this did not have an impact on
the students’ itinerary.
Taylor said that even though things

were calm overall, “the Ashkelon trip
was canceled because of a bombing,
and the Bersheva trip was canceled as
well because of riots.” While life in Jerusalem continued on without delay,
where the students were able to go and
what they were able to see was hampered by the current violence.
Biblical Studies Professor Richard
Smith, a leader on the trip, said, “We
would not go if we thought the students
would be in any risk. Jerusalem College has good contacts on the ground
throughout Israel who can better assess
these conditions.” The trip has been
suspended before because of the local
conditions.
One of the hardest things to get used
to, however, was the “culture of war”
mindset that the people in Israel held.
Israel has known almost nothing but
violence, and it shows not only in the
obligatory military service for both men
and women, but also through the fact
that, according to Smith, “Israeli high
school graduates are given a machine
gun by the government which will
never leave their side until they are 45
years old and have to return the gun.”
Taylor admitted that “it was weird
at ﬁrst to see everyone carrying a gun
around, but after a while you just get
used to it.”
Thankfully, the constant violent state
of the country has not been a serious
threat to students and has not forced
any trips to be suspended. There is no
doubt that students who get the opportunity to visit Israel are visiting a world
very different from their own, a world
which can provide a small glimpse into
the realities of the Bible.

At the beginning of January, six
Lighthouse teams spread around the
world full of excitement and a willingness to learn. They returned with stories of ministry, hope and a changed
perspective on the world.
Lighthouse trips are often ﬁlled with
a non-stop schedule of ministry and
complete immersion in a new culture.
Students had exciting stories to tell as
they shared how God opened up many
of the hearts of the people they ministered to.
Junior David Hausknecht, who went
to Northern Ireland, said, “It was one of
the best experiences of my life to give
Bibles to these kids who had never held
one before.”
The experience of a new culture was

another exciting, yet challenging, part
of the trips. Several teams lived with
families during their trips. At times,
they could only communicate with a
limited knowledge of the language.
“They would try to help us learn
their language and culture, so that really opened doors to conversation,”
said junior Rebecca Helmke, who went
to Southeast Asia. “It gave us common
ground. It gave us something to laugh
at.”
However, re-entry to the American
culture can be just as challenging as entering a foreign culture.
“Our culture is so scheduled. It was
hard for me to adjust back to that,”
Helmke said.
In order to learn from their experiences, the Lighthouse program hosts
debrieﬁng sessions that help students
express what they learned.
Director of Lighthouse programs
Jenny Collins said, “It’s very difﬁcult
to reﬂect a lot on the trip because the

“To call war the soil of courage
and virtue is like calling debauchery the soil of love.”
- George Santayana
schedule is intense, you’re tired, and
everything new is coming at you. Sometimes the most learning happens once
you get home, when you have time to
reﬂect and confront your home culture.”
The goal of the Lighthouse program is
that it will not be just a one month mission trip that is over once students return, Collins said. She desired that the
students would take what they learned
and apply it to their lives in the United
States.
“It’s been great to come back to America with the same mindset and urgency
for the gospel as when we were there,”
Hausknecht said.

Taylor partners with Samaritan’s feet
Lighthouse takes
new shoes to
Ecuador
By Chris Anderson
Contributor
The power of a simple gift of shoes
can last a lifetime.
A pair of shoes sparked a young Nigerian boy’s journey to college in the
United States. The shoes had such
an impact on his life that Emmanuel
Ohonme founded Samaritan’s Feet, a
Christian humanitarian organization
that provides shoes to children in need.
This January, Taylor’s Ecuador Lighthouse team partnered with Samaritan’s
Feet to provide shoes to the children
they worked with. The team gave away
nearly 70 pairs of shoes to children living at Remar Orphanage and Comunidad Teraputica, a recovery home for
boys.
Junior Kent Ives said, “The kids were
really excited about getting a new pair
of tennis shoes and they couldn’t sit still
because they wanted to go run around
outside and play with them.”
The shoes also came with a message.
Before each child received their new
shoes, team members washed their feet
and prayed with them. It is a ritual performed by Samaritan’s Feet to demon-

strate Christ’s sacriﬁcial love.
Esther Meier, marketing director for
Samaritan’s Feet and a 1989 Taylor
alumna, said, “It is a great way to exemplify servant leadership. It means so
much to the kids to have people from
America to come to them and do something as humbly as washing their feet. It

impacts them in amazing ways.”
Ives said, “It was probably one of the
most humbling acts of sacriﬁcial love
that I have performed, and it was encouraging to think that we were serving
those we loved just like Christ served
his disciples.”

Photo courtesy of Kent Ives

Senior Katie Gilliland hands out shoes at an orphanage.

Transforming

"I was drawn to Grace and the area by its cost effectiveness. What’s kept me here are the gifted
professors. Their formidable academic knowledge has been matched only by their spirituality.
They are fully engaged in ministry themselves and personally care about my spiritual development.
Outside of classroom, we discuss and pray over the joys and the struggles of ministry. I receive great
encouragement from them. I will continually look back on this time with deep gratitude."
Kenneth Hurne, Grace Seminary Student

A glimpse of Grace:
t#JCMJDBMMZ3PPUFE t"DBEFNJDBMMZ&YDFMMFOU
t$VMUVSBMMZ4FOTJUJWF t4QJSJUVBMMZ5SBOTGPSNJOH
t.JOJTUSZ'PDVTFE
M.A., M.Div., D. Min. programs in Intercultural Studies,
and M.A. Local Church Ministry (distance education)

FOr more Info Contact:

866.974.7223
gts.grace.edu

Power-sharing bill passed
Zimbabwe- Parliament unanimously passed a constitutional amendment that allows opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai to become prime minister. Zanu-PF party
leader Robert Mugabe will remain the president.

Thai internet loyal to the king
Thailand- The Thai government has set up a website to
report anyone criticizing the monarchy. The government
has also blocked nearly 5,000 websites deemed offensive to the king.

Pirates free arms ship
Somalia- A Ukranian ship headed to Kenya loaded with
weapons has been ransomed and returned following
months of negotiation.

Gaza-bound aid ship seized
Israel- The Israeli navy seized a ship from Lebanon carrying aid to the Gaza Strip. There are reports the ship
was ﬁred upon.

10 killed in slum raid
Brazil- About 300 police descended on four slums west
of Rio de Janeiro in a drug raid, killing 10. Police said that
all those who died were suspected drug dealers.

30 people killed in bombing
Pakistan- An attack targeted Shia worshipers in the
Punjab province. They were leaving a mosque when a
bomb went off, killing more than 30 and injuring dozens
more.

Drought Emergency
China- A state of emergency has been declared in eight
northern and central provinces suffering from water
shortages. Nearly four million people are affected by the
drought.

WORLD

Rebel naval base captured
Sri Lanka- The Sri Lankan army captured the last major
naval base of the Tamil Tiger rebels on Thursday. 15 rebel
ﬁghters are reported to have been killed in the attack.
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What happens in j-term
stays in j-term.
(But we’re telling you anyway)

Timmy Huynh

A love/hate relationship:
the duality of J-Term

Top 8 Things You Missed during Jterm
Blake Bachman - Life & Times Co-Editor

Rachel Sawyer

If you were not on campus for the month of January, you really missed out.
I mean, a ton happened. While you were hiking through the rainforests or
following the footsteps of Paul, here are the top 8 things you missed out on
back in the cornﬁelds.

Life & Times Co-Editor

Timmy Huynh

Boys on campus keep warm and get cold
Adrienne Chaudoin
Stafff Writer
Everyone who was on or off campus for J-term assumes the same thing: Taylor University’s campus
came down with the uncommon cold, caused by sub-zero temperatures and an abundance of snow.
Symptoms caused everyone to wrap up in blankets and lie in their rooms and watch all four seasons
of “LOST” and have “Lord of the Rings” marathons. While this is true for the majority of students who
stayed on campus, Wengatz and Sammy were busy keeping themselves warm or, in some cases, cold.
Wengatz stayed busy with their annual J-term winter Olympics. Each wing competes for titles in competitions ranging from sports to video games. A few of the categories were volleyball, four square, basketball and Mario Kart. Winner of this year’s Wengatz Olympics was Third Center, followed by Second
East. “We thought we had them when we took ﬁrst in Mario Kart,” said junior Adam Golder from Second
East, “but they killed us in soccer.”
While Wengatz men were holding their Olympics, there was something equally notable going on in
Samuel Morris. The men of Foundation were having one of the most impressive movie marathons of
J-term. Waking up at 9:00 a.m. on a Saturday, a handful of guys started “Star Wars: Episode I” and
watched all six Star Wars movies in a row with 10-minute breaks in between each movie and a little
longer breaks for meals. “I was expecting to feel terrible,” commented junior Alex Martin, “but when we
were done, I felt alive.”
Eventually, Sammy and Wengatz emerged from their dorms to participate in the annual Boxer Run
tradition. The video footage of this year’s Boxer Run seemed pretty lame compared to everyone’s wild
assumptions of half-naked guys running in the snow engaged in battle. The video showed Sammy and
Wengatz men form lines facing their rivals, then after much yelling they ran at each other and threw
their opponents on the ground. The whole event lasted about two minutes.
There are a few reasons for the abnormally short scufﬂe. First, Sammy hall director Justin Heth, or
Crazy, wasn’t there, so it wasn’t well advertised or put together. Also, due to the broken bones, bloody
noses and large bruises last year’s Boxer Run produced, the men were asked to keep it nicer.
This year’s happenings proved once again that J-term isn’t the most exciting month, but it is an all
around win-win situation. Those of us that were here had a chance to relax on campus, and those that
were gone didn’t miss out.

You either love or hate J-term. It’s cold, there’s not much to do, it gets dark before 5 p.m., and
the food at the DC takes a signiﬁcant dive. You either embrace it or run away from it.
Being a lover of J-term, I look back on the January months in my college career with fondness:
fewer people on campus to maneuver around, not paying tuition, intramural volleyball, Sammy
roller-skating, chess and scrabble tournaments (aka Nerd Night), and watching lots of TV on DVD
or movies. In my book, that’s one deﬁnition of awesome.
But I know other people don’t feel the same way. Maybe you were here on campus and chose a
class that kept your nose in a book for eight hours a day. Or you had a senior project that didn’t
allow you to see the light of day. Or your wing decided to watch three seasons of “Gilmore Girls”
and you despise the show. Either way, you either love or hate J-term.
This past J-term I came close to switching to the hate side of this theory. I had made wise class
choices in the past, and also went to India with Lighthouse. What went wrong? Why dislike something that’s brought me so much joy.
This term, I happened to make a class choice that ended up being much more academic than
originally planned. Being an experienced senior, I came back with a long list of things I wanted to
do during my last J-term, none of them involving hours of homework a night. Little did I know,
the latter ﬁlled my January. And thus I found myself in a paradox most students encounter over
J-term, regardless of what they’re doing: Half of you wants it to be over as soon as possible, and
the other half would love it to continue for another month.
Finding myself in this limbo, here’s what I took as brain candy. We all make choices in our lives,
some good, some bad. But we made them and have to deal with them. Being in college, we’ve got
four plus years of our life devoted to learning. Why not make everything a learning experience?
Everything you go though, you can ﬁnd some little nugget to pull out, reﬂect on and store for
later.
So for those of you with J-terms still to come, I challenge you with these choices: If you haven’t
been around campus for a J-term, try it. I dare you. If you have been on campus, go somewhere
else. Do a Lighthouse trip (especially you males). Each year they open up more educational trips
all over the world; try something new. Whatever you do, you only get one January a year. Make
the most of it.

1. Really cold weather. In my four years here, I have never experienced such
a frigid month. Most days, the low was in the negatives, forcing us to bundle
like Eskimos. We got excited when the high was above zero.
2. The disappearance of the juice machines. With the food service’s decision to cut out our daily juice intake, we were further limited in our beverage
choices to soda and milk. This change sent many of us into a tizzy.
3. A new Drake. It’s true! The Jumping Bean had a baby bean named Lucy.
Make sure you congratulate the Drakes on their new addition!

Timmy Huynh

Senior Jordan Shew had the occasional company of inspirational coach junior Matt Tamny while he
watched four season of “LOST” in four days to get ready for the season ﬁve premiere.

Getting lost in LOST:
four seasons in four days

4. “LOST” began. Now we can gather together once a week and become
even more perplexed as issues of time travel and “who’s not really dead” are
brought to light.
5. Slightly better bandwidth. It wasn’t drastic, but the decrease in students
over last month seemed to help our YouTube videos buffer just a little bit
faster.
6. Creepy noises on the roof during chapel one morning. If you were there,
you know exactly what I’m talking about. There were rumors that it was just
melting ice and snow, but we all know it was footsteps.

Rachel Sawyer
Life & Times Co-Editor
Jordan Shew watched four seasons of “LOST” in four days. And still slept some. Yes, it is possible. “I ﬁnished 83 episodes (42 minutes each) in four days (close to 60 hours when you count the double episodes). I
started Saturday afternoon with the intentions of ﬁnishing before the season premiere Wednesday night at
9 p.m. I completed at 8:30 p.m. (and went to class that day),” Shew said. After being convinced by friends
junior Matt Tamny and senior Megan Taylor that “LOST” was worth making a part of his life, Shew began one
of the most impressive J-Term feats I’ve ever heard of.
“My strategy was simple, just keep watching. I was up till 7 a.m. one night, and an all nighter the next, followed by 6 a.m. Ultimate Frisbee to get my blood pumping again, and then to lab and class, then a nap, and
back to ‘LOST’” Shew said.
“When I ﬁnished I felt like I had just completed some sort of massive feat, but once the premiere came on,
I was just mad that I had to watch commercials with the episodes. I was glad to be ﬁnished and get back to
normal, but then I realized it was J-term, and, so, watched a movie.”

7. Intramural volleyball. This year proved to be another great volleyballpacked J-term. Teams showed their spirit with creative outﬁts and with names
like “A Cuppa Joe and the Creamers” and “The Premarital Six.”
8. No Echo. That’s right. Even if you were loving your life in a warmer climate
and don’t think you missed anything over J-term, you can relax knowing that
you didn’t miss a single issue of “The Echo.”

That’s what she said
Got any questions?
Panicked and need to find a date for
Valentine’s Day?
Stay cool, we’re always here for you.
blakeandrachel@gmail.com

Timmy Huynh

No one likes to be alone for Valentine's Day. So why not advertise for a date
through “The Echo”? Send in one for yourself, your roommate, or just a random person on your wing or ﬂoor who doesn't know that you're advertising
their singleness. E-mail your ads to blakeandrachel@gmail.com.

"I chose to pursue my masters at Grace because of the Prayer in Counseling class.
I was very impressed with a school that put special emphasis on prayer. I have
learned much about counseling, but I feel that I have learned much about myself.
Even more important, by example, my teachers have shown how well Jesus has
enabled them to love others. I thank God for directing me to this program.”
Becky Stetson, Student
Graduate Department of Counseling and Interpersonal Relations

t M.A. in Counseling
t M.A. in Interpersonal Relations
t Scripturally based
t Focused on each student’s personal &
spiritual growth

CACREP Accreditation The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP), a
specialized accrediting body, recognized by the Council for Higher Education (CHEA), has granted accreditation for
the M.A. in Counseling Degree in Mental Health Counseling at Grace College.
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TV FEATURE

POPQuiz
Given the choice
between
a) “Underworld”
b) “The Notebook”
and c) “Twilight”
as a means to end
your life, which
would be your
initial choice and
why?

I think “The
Notebook,”
because I would
die happy,
and moved
by something
meaningful.
-Josh White

By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief
Move over, Mel. Flight of the Conchords isn’t a one-fan band anymore.
The Grammy-winning and Emmynominated comedic duo from New
Zealand not only has a best-selling
album and a popular HBO show in its
second season; they have gigs.
Bret McKenzie and Jemaine Clement’s folk comedy band is already selling out dates on its 2009 tour. That
success is quite a change from the
band’s humble origins, when they
once played a show in Vancouver in
front of one audience member who
left during the performance.1 The
band’s dearth of fans was parodied
on the first season of the HBO show
named after the band, where Bret and
Jemaine perform several shows in
front of only their dedicated, stalkerish fan Mel.
The duo’s rise to fame can be traced
to one source: the Internet. Some of
the Conchords’ early live performances were put on YouTube and rapidly

increased in popularity. Fans from
across the world – especially the U.S.
– fell in love with the unexpectedly
witty and captivating music of the
New Zealand natives. Clement admitted as much in an interview with
National Post. “The Internet’s really
part of the way the show has spread,”
Clement said. “Thank you, Internet.”
Although YouTube and other viral
video sites spread awareness of the
band, Flight of the Conchords did not
receive widespread acknowledgement
until their comedy show debuted on
HBO in early 2008. A year later, the
show’s first season is still one of the
top-selling series DVDs and their
debut full-length album is the No.
1 Comedy Rock album on Amazon.
com. With that success comes a bigger budget for season two, which premiered on January 18. It remains to
be seen if the success will remove the
frivolous and fun nature of the show,
but the first two episodes have kept
the show’s tone exactly where it needs
to be: ridiculous.
The second season starts where

the first left off: Band manager Murray Hewitt (played by Rhys Darby) is
riding the Crazy Dogs’ wave of success, leaving Bret and Jemaine neglected. The opening scene captures
the lovably awkward interactions that
characterize the show, with Darby’s
bumbling management spearheading
the humor. The show’s penchant for
musical comedy is also quickly re-established with Murray’s epic operatic
number “Neglected,” a song that also
demonstrates the show’s increased
budget. Darby’s solo features large,
swooping camera shots over the New
York City skyline that probably cost
more to produce than the entire “Humans are Dead” video.
Despite the increased popularity and
bigger budget, however, “Flight of the
Conchords” hasn’t lost its charm; it’s
just shifted its focus. Whereas the first
season featured episodes where the
plots were written to center around
already existing songs, the second
season appears to be doing the opposite. In season one, the episode “Sally
Returns” felt like it was structured

around the song “Business Time,” a
song the Conchords had been using
in live performances for years. In “A
Good Opportunity,” the premiere episode of season two, though, the song
“Neglected” was directly related to
the plot and fit in perfectly with the
story.
I’m not saying writing music to fit
the plot is a bad thing. I’m only pointing out that it’s different than the approach the first season used. The show
still maintains the New Zealand duo’s
unique brand of humor, as Bret and
Jemaine demonstrate during their
brainstorming session to develop a
jingle for a brand of women’s-only
toothpaste.
“Flight of the Conchords” the show
may be in its final season, but Flight
of the Conchords the band is on the
cusp of legitimate success.2 Bret and
Jemaine’s second full-length album
comes out April 14, and it’s safe to say
Mel won’t be the only fan who buys a
copy.

“Underworld”
because I’d
rather be
killed by Kate
Beckinsalelooking
vampires.
-Sarah Lu

1. http://www.nationalpost.com/arts/story.html?id=1173252
2. http://ccinsider.comedycentral.com/2009/01/14/flight-of-the-conchords-about-to-take-off-sorry/
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MySpace Band of the Week
Katie Costello

Windows 7
Hasta la “Vista”

The Marriage of Figaro
Taylor Opera

What happens when you mix Regina
Spektor with a jazzy indie-rockette teenager? 18-year-old Katie Costello’s “songdoodling” is a fun, catchy collection of
peculiar blends of instruments and vocals.
Once described as “delightfully quirky,”
Costello’s music ranges from remixed
elevator music to piano ballads. Her songs
have been featured on the new “90210”
and the Indie Featured Artist Spotlight on
iTunes in January. Her lyrics are witty and
sarcastic, yet innocently sweet. Songs like
“Kaleidoscope Machine” and “Shadow
Love” stick in your head like a pancake
on the ceiling. Check her out at myspace.
com/katiecostellosongs

Windows’ latest OS has a grand array of
new features, including fast boot time (it
loads in 30 seconds flat), program launch
(Photoshop CS3 opens in less than five seconds), the new “Superbar” (a mix between
Mac OS X’s dock and the good ol’ fashioned Windows Taskbar, but with features
like “Aero Peek” and “pinning”), libraries (an
easier way to create shortcuts to where files
are located), and window resizing (by simply
dragging a window to a certain position on
the screen, you can automatically resize it to
fit). There are many other features to explore, but for now, that’ll have to whet your
palate. Look for W7 sometime in 2010.

Taylor University Opera Theatre presents “The
Marriage of Figaro,” one of Mozart’s finest comic
operas. Set in Seville in the late 18th century, it
entertains with farcical characters and courtly
songs of love, disguise and infidelity. The performance features a libretto sung in English, making
this comedy easier to enjoy. The main characters
give superb musical delivery in both aria and
recitative, and the condensed score features an
elegant piano quartet. Audience members will
also appreciate the opera chorus, which enthralls
the listener in hummable melodies throughout the
opera. Performances are Friday and Saturday at
8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are $12 for
adults and $10 for students.

Josh Kennedy

Josh Kennedy

Andy Sharkey
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Acknowledging doubt

By Jessica Martini
Columnist
Doubt exists at Taylor right next to
faith. Lux et ﬁdes et dubium.
A friend expressed to me that while
she experienced doubt, especially in
her ﬁrst year or two here, she felt she
couldn’t express it to anyone. It was
out of place.
Another friend spent all four years
here with a sense that he was outside of
the standards. He said, “You’re made to
feel like there isn’t any room for people
who may have a little doubt.”
Another friend said she felt that in
certain circles of friends she would feel
looked down upon for having doubt.
On the other hand, though, she said
other circles would look down on her
for not doubting, for not being cynical.
Are those our choices? Lordly piety
and cynicism? Perfect faith and pessimistic rejection? Another unfortunate
bipartisanship.
I came to the end of last spring and
entered a time of major doubt. I came
to the painful point where I felt I could
no longer believe in God, the Bible, my
past understanding and experience.
I fought this struggle through spring
and summer, wanting to believe, but I
couldn’t make faith work in my mind.
I wanted my faith back, but I felt faithless.
I’m not a rare case, and I think that,
even though it isn’t a public statistic,
the majority of us have felt what I’m
talking about and have had more doubt
than faith at some time.

We take in a lot of intellectual knowledge and apologetics here (which can
be beneﬁcial), but when faith is only
a mental exercise (and a moral DIY),
it’s easy to think it away. I have been
oftentimes encouraged by all of the
scientiﬁc, historical, philosophical aspects that bolster the story of Jesus,
but with a full background in this kind
of intellectual, theo-Logical learning, I
found myself ﬂoundering in conspiracy theories and unbelief.
Jack Deere states that “the real secrets of the kingdom can never be
penetrated by human intelligence or
education.”* Why is Western Christianity and our faith so often mental
(natural) and not supernatural? What
about the biblical accounts in which
preaching meant teaching constantly
accompanied by supernatural events,
like healing?
I began to hear many stories of supernatural events happening in our
time, and not just in the distant, developing world. These accounts came
from my hometown and from Upland.
For me, it was especially accounts of
healing taking place that gave me chills
and sustained some hope in my doubt.
I took the un-saint-like approach to
my doubt and I asked God to prove
himself to me, supernaturally right
here in the physical realm. I basically
said, “Show me you are real, near and
powerful.”

“We know of an
intellectual gospel
and not a
powerful one. ”
God escorted me through a time of
seeing him show up. For me that was
in learning about healing and prophecy, hearing stories about these supernatural events, and experiencing them
myself. Not only did I ﬁnd my faith was
re-established and grew, but my love
grew – I became deeply in love with
this personal, active God.
I have no authority to say what it
would look like if our community or
you were to experience more of God’s
supernatural power. I’m not suggesting he’ll lead you through seeing speciﬁcally his healing power or prophecy,
like he did with me. I know enough to
say that the Spirit is neither formulaic
nor predictable.
But I am suggesting that for some
of us, something in our faith has been
missing. And there are cases like mine
in which it’s this missing element that
keeps us doubting. We know of an
intellectual gospel and not a powerful one. I humanly asked God to show
himself real and near and powerful,
and he did that. I am just throwing out
the possibility – there is more to see.
Doubt exists here in lots of us, even
when we have a desire for God or a
faith-ﬁlled past. Doubting doesn’t
have to be in the closet or looked down
upon. We are (rational, mostly Western, and) human. Doubt can be addressed realistically. And faith, too, exists, but perhaps our doctrine can meet
with supernatural power.
*in Surprised by the Voice of God

For sale: my personhood

By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor
This wacky economy of ours has
opened the dud gates for admen to
work with brazen fortitude, doing all
but thunking consumers over the head
with cartoony wooden mallets bearing a brand’s logo. New means of begging are giving companies well-needed
breathing room, a prime example being The New York Times, which broke
longstanding tradition by hawking out
their front page. (Headline: Blagojevich
guilty … ; Sub-headline: … of saving
thousands on new and pre-owned Accords at Ed Napleton Honda).
I give my regards to The Times, truly
a sad situation, unlike other companies
who have taken soulless approaches to
making bank.
Blink back two years to 2007’s summer whoopety doo “Transformers,”
which was hardly more than one
relentlessly high-octane advert for
Mountain Dew and Xbox, only unlike
actual Dew drinkers and gamers, the
cast was not hopelessly spangled with
acne or in steamy cyber-tryst with a
level 60 sorceress.

After paying nine bucks for a ticket
and taking out a loan for a bucket of
popcorn, you’d think that 20 minutes of commercials before the movie
would be substantial, but the typical
movie-going experience now consists
of the pre-previews (Actor Zac Efron’s
favorite beverage is: A) Old milk, B)
Mud, C) Ice-cold Coke Zero in a frosty
bottle delivered by a bikini’d Vanessa Hudgens, or D) Goat pee), the
previews, and then the subliminallycharged feature that makes me want to
buy a Reese’s Cup every time I see an
explosion.

“If I have to be
brainwashed, do it
subliminally so it’s
not annoying.”
This emergent world of advertising
has actualized the cliché that nothing is sacred. At a recent communion
service I was disheartened to see the
jug of grape Juicy Juice conspicuously
centered above the “Do this in remembrance of me” on the altar.
While this might have not actually
happened, conventionally speaking, it
is not too far a stretch from the existent 10 plagues plush novelties, praise
workout circuit training videos, or the
entire Bibleman franchise.
None of these wonders of sacrilege,
however, can keep pace with the progressively offensive Burger King ads,

which, unlike their ﬂame-broiled
burgers, have exactly zero taste. One
involves visiting remote blips on the
globe and introducing “Whopper Virgins” to the hyper-caloric sandwich,
quite literally shoving one of our more
reprehensible cultural qualities down
their throats. This is one invasion with
a reliable exit strategy, albeit one that
might require double ply.
Another ad encourages young people
to sacriﬁce friends on Facebook, where
for every 10 deleted friendships, one receives a free Whopper. While I’m sure
we all have plenty of Facebook friends
we hardly know, it’s mind-numbingly
inconsiderate to ax a potential friendship for something like 14 cents. (The
“sacriﬁce” is declared both on the Wall
and in the News Feed.) You might as
well be eating the transubstantiated
ﬂesh of Baal.
What really cranks my neurosis is
the stupefying constancy of it all, how
I can space out for ﬁve minutes of
commercials and have no idea what’s
planted itself in my brain.
With so much shoved down my gullet, I almost wish it could be somehow
pureed for easier consumption. In other words, if I have to be brainwashed,
do it subliminally so it’s not annoying.
Then I’ll ﬁnally be able to kick back
and relax with a frosty Dannon Frusion smoothie and ﬁnish my conversation with this lizard about cheap car
insurance.

Kicking off with parting words

By Brandon Fitzsimmons
Columnist
As the reality of my imminent (and
permanent) departure looms formidably on the horizon of my future, I
have begun to formulate a strategy on
how to approach my ﬁnal semester as
a senior. Such a strategy naturally encompasses every overarching category
of the collegiate American’s life – you
know, social, physical, emotional,
intellectual and, of course, spiritual
goals.
Strangely enough, I must admit that
the imperatives so glisteningly apparent to me now, ironically, are the very
same imperatives that were most crucial to maintain as a second-semester
freshman.
This isn’t to say that all sophomores
and juniors should just tune out. If you
middleclassmen ﬁnd the following to
be an already integral practice in your
current lifestyle, give yourself a hearty
pat on the back; if you ﬁnd it lacking,
there’s no harm in making a few minor
adjustments. I will do my best to make
the following a succinct collection of
proverbial nuggets along the veins of
the aforementioned life categories.
First, for a vibrant social life, you

must never forfeit your ability to smile.
Dale Carnegie would reinforce this
simple maxim.
Abandon that grimly-set jaw you
equate with the stoic halls of academia,
and show the world you’re there to
share your lofty ideas, not keep them
constipated inside that informationbloated mind of yours.
Make eye contact, say hello, and,
above all else, have the conﬁdence to
transcend, rather than bemoan, the
social awkwardness so deﬁnitive of
Taylor University.
If you ever, at a social gathering, ﬁnd
yourself hugging more members of the
same sex than those of the opposite,
turn around and backtrack twice as
quickly as you came – you are on thin
ice, my friend.
Physically, it is, ﬁrst and foremost,
important to realize that the novelty of
the Night Owl is one that wears off –
while wearing you down – fast.
No professor bores the mind like the
desire for unrequited sleep; no run
around the loop tires the body like the
ignorant denial of much-needed rest.
Furthermore, a reckless diet will, most
assuredly, guarantee a recurrence of
the Freshman Fifteen on a yearly basis – if not noticeably measured in
pounds, try the diameter of your love
handles (in centimeters).
For emotional sanity, I will turn to
universally applicable wisdom rather
than stooping to gender stereotypes.
Guys and girls alike, do not compare
yourself to your fellow Trojans. So
your roommate may be Taylor’s Most
Pick-a-Dated, but that doesn’t mean

you’re not equally desirable (or, at
least, interesting).
Shun anxiety (Ecclesiastes will
pound this one home), calmly acknowledging the past while realizing
the potential of the future through the
actualization of the present. In short,
don’t assume things will ever go as you
hope or plan.

“Hope and plan
that today will be
the best day of
your Taylor career.”
Hope and plan that today will be the
best day of your Taylor career.
If you need any advice as to how to
be more intellectually responsible,
you/your parents/Uncle Sam probably
shouldn’t be paying $30,000 a year
for your college education. Put money
where your mind (really) is.
And, ﬁnally, never lose sight of the
all-consuming picture. If ever a day
goes by where you forget why you’re
even here – living, breathing, and
learning – be sure to enter the next day
twice as grateful that your God is never
disappointed to meet you.
Two prayer chapels, tri-weekly
church services, and countless opportunities to harmonize with hundreds of
like-minded believers should be more
than enough to remind you of your
truest purpose. The sooner you engage
that reality, the fuller your experience
here will become.

Send letters to the editor at steve_etheridge@tayloru.edu by 3 p.m. Wednesday. They should be no longer than 400 words.
Due to volume, we cannot print all opinions articles that we receive. Please keep your opinions as concise as possible.
The Echo reserves the right to edit for length and content.
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Trojans defeat Marian in MCC match
By Julia Berger
Contributor
Coming off a 7-game losing
streak, the men’s basketball
team worked together Wednesday night against visiting MidCentral Conference foe Marian
College to improve their record
(10-16, 2-10). Each player led
at different parts of the game,
using his individual strengths
to assist the team immensely.
Weather conditions prevented
the team from competing on
Tuesday, but the extra day to
prepare seemed to give the Trojans the energy they needed to
defeat the Knights.
Taylor came out strong, and
each player opened himself
up and passed to places where
players had to move to in order to create plays. The Trojans
succeeded at preventing Marian
3-pointers as they only allowed
their opponents a 39 percent
success rate, as opposed to the
Trojans’ 67 percent 3-point record.
“I think the game changer was
our ability to get stops down the
stretch,” freshman guard Kyle
Hanaway said. “They are a great
3-point shooting team, and we
were able to contest some of
their shots late in the game.”
With a minute or so left in the
ﬁrst half, Marian stalled in an
attempt to score the last basket,

but senior guard Daniel Cox had
other plans. In the last seconds
before halftime, Cox stole the
ball from the opponents at the
top of the key and drove down
court to score just as the buzzer
sounded.
“The main focus was to stay
solid and not allow anything
easy or uncontested,” Cox
said. “I just happened to be in
the right place and was able to
make the steal and convert on
the other end.”
After halftime, the Trojans
stepped up their level of physicality to compete with Marian’s
initial aggression and took command of their defense by covering the open man, an issue that
had beset Taylor in the ﬁrst half
of play.
In the last few minutes of the
second half, the Trojans were
able to hold their ground and
prevented Marian from any attempt at driving ahead.
Taylor out-rebounded Marian
by eight. Leading scorers were
seniors Alex Daniel with 16
points and Jacob Bream with 14
points. Sophomore guard Drew
Tower played a neat game with
a 100 percent shooting record.
The Trojans will host the
Grace College Lancers (17-8,
8-4) in another Mid-Central
Conference match on Saturday
at 3 p.m.

Basketball
(Men 10-16, 2-10)
L, 57-58 at Spring Arbor*
W, 63-54 vs Marian*

Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Sat vs Grace* (#18)

(Women 17-8, 8-4)

W, 68-52 vs Spring Arbor*
W, 70-58 at Marian* (#RV)
Upcoming games:
1 p.m. Sat at Grace*

Track
(Men)

Upcoming events:

Taylor Invitational
10 a.m. Sat
(Women)

Upcoming events:

Taylor Invitational
10 a.m. Sat

* denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

Timmy Huynh

Senior Jake Bream drives to the hoop during Wednesday night’s win against Marian College.
Bream had 14 points and nine rebounds in the conference win.

Former Echo Sports Editor covers Super Bowl
By Carrie Bragg
Sports Editor

Cardinals fans may have been
severely disappointed at game’s
end on Super Bowl Sunday, but
2005 Taylor graduate Justin
Potts stepped out onto the green
of the Raymond James Stadium
rejoicing; and he’s not even a
Steelers fan.
Potts’s father, a Pennsylvania
native, surely felt a pang of jealousy amidst swelling pride knowing that his son would be a part
of the coverage for Super Bowl
XLIII, a gig that would include a
close encounter with Pittsburgh’s
gleaming QB Ben Roethlisberger.
When the game clock ran out
on Sunday, Potts rushed the ﬁeld
along with hundreds of media
members with one goal in mind:
Don’t lose sight of Ben. It was an

assignment given to him through
a position with the NFL public relations staff, a position he says he
never would have scored had he
been too afraid to ask for it.
Making friends and asking
questions, Potts says, are what
helped him attain a full season
internship with the Cleveland
Browns in 2005, an opportunity
to work the Super Bowl of 2007
between the Colts and the Bears,
and the chance to quote Roethlisberger face-to-face last Sunday.
And while his post-game assignment was “deﬁnitely the most
fun,” it was only one of many
duties Potts performed during
Super Bowl week. His foremost
task was to troubleshoot for the
approximately 45,000 visiting
media members from across the
country.
“We were there the whole week
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just to assist the media ... Our job
was basically to assist them with
anything they needed,” he said.
“Then on game day I was actually stationed outside, directing
the media on how to get around.
It was a tedious job, standing out
in the sun ... but if the media gets
lost, it starts their whole day off
on a bad foot, which is not a good
thing.”
It wasn’t all tedious, however.
Potts spent the week brushing
shoulders with players from each
team, transcribing their quotes
for media use and directing them
to interviews. He and the PR staff
ﬁnished their week at an 8 a.m.
press conference on Monday
morning with the winning coach
and NBC.
As a sports management major
during his undergrad at Taylor,
Potts dreamed of working for the

NFL, so when an opportunity to
serve as sports editor for “The
Echo” arose his sophomore year,
he jumped at the chance. Nearly
seven years later, Potts considers his time as the sports editor
to have been an “invaluable” experience.
“It allowed me to really hone
and develop my writing, editing
and interviewing skills,” he said.
This honing of skills also allowed for a meet-and-greet with
former Indianapolis Colts coach
Tony Dungy and an opportunity
to hand him a feature story Potts
had written about the coach during his sophomore year.
His road to the Super Bowl began years ago with a phone call to
a friend back home in Tipp City,
Ohio that landed him an internship with the Cleveland Browns
upon graduation. One of two

interns to be hired on full-time,
Potts proceeded to serve the
Browns as an Events and Entertainment intern for the full ‘05’06 season.
His next opportunity came in
the form of Verizon promotional
tours with Marketing Werks, a
company he remained with until October ‘07, when he began
to serve the National Hockey
League in planning the auxiliary
events surrounding the 2008
NHL All-Star game. With the
Entertainment Publicity department, Potts interviewed celebrities and “ghost-wrote” their
blogs for NHL.com and various
magazine publications during the
2008 Stanley Cup Playoffs.
Providing writing samples from
his work on “The Echo” assisted
Potts in landing the NHL position, but the beneﬁts didn’t stop

there.
“Working with ‘The Echo’ also
allowed me to build contacts in
the NFL,” Potts said. “That really
gave me my start in this ﬁeld and
is part of the reason I’ve been able
to work Super Bowls and actually
know what I’m doing.”
Potts’ advice to aspiring writers is “to not be afraid to use your
position to ask for things, even
if they might seem a little out
there.”
Now residing in New York
City, Potts continues to seek out
positions in the sports industry,
but admits that “it’s very tough
right now” due to the unforgiving economy. He hopes to earn
a masters degree in either sports
management or public relations
in the future.

Trojans hold steady over tough competition
By Carrie Bragg
Sports Editor

Sarah Neel

Full name: Andrea Kristen Elsman
Hometown: St. Charles, IL
Major: Art Education
Weirdest food you’ve ever eaten: Play dough
Dream vacation: The island from “Lost”
Cats or dogs?: Dogs; cats are mean.
When you were little, what was your favorite TV show?:
Winnie the Pooh!
If you could go anywhere in the world, right now, where
would you go? The Hershey’s Chocolate Factory
Favorite restaurant: Thai Smile
Coffee or tea?: Tea
Hobbies: Silly Putty sculpting
Favorite board game: Candyland
Favorite color: Ocean Blue
Role model(s): Chloe O’Brian from “24”
If you were a crayon, what color would you be?: Tickle
Me Pink
Highlight of athletic career: Not having to wear a helmet
in collegiate pole vaulting.
Favorite Quote: “Just chill.” -Luke Yoder

A long, snow-buried break
provided for a successful second half of the season as the
Lady Trojans went 9-3 in seven weeks.
Leading with a tough MidCentral Conference loss at
the hand of the Spring Arbor
Cougars, the team bounced
back and blazed through the
following month with a sevengame winning streak.
While a stop at No. 22 ranked
Indiana Wesleyan halted the
Trojans’ otherwise unstoppable progress, Taylor held
the game within six points.
Then, as January drew to a
close, the then No. 12 nationally ranked Trojans nabbed a
9-point win over the visiting
Saint Francis Cougars, taking
their sixth MCC success. Four
days later the Trojans suffered at the hand of the Huntington Foresters in a Top 20
battle that gave Huntington a
half-game lead for ﬁrst place
in MCC standings. As their
Taylor peers piled back into
Upland last Saturday, the
Trojans welcomed students
with a conﬁdent 68-52 win
over Spring Arbor and had the
last word on the team that had
taken a win from them at the
beginning of break. Wednesday meant yet another win
for the Trojans leaving them
at 17-8, 8-4 as they head into
a match at Grace College on
Saturday at 1 p.m.

Timmy Huynh

Senior Paige Rudolph takes on a Bethel opponent during the Lady Trojans’ January 17 win.
Rudolph led the then 15th-ranked Trojans with 22 points and 12 rebounds against the 10thranked Pilots, winning by a score of 84-66.
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